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Welcome to St. Mark’s,
we are so glad you are with us today!
No matter where you are on your spiritual journey, you have a place here. This is Christ’s
Church. There is a place for you here. We are a church that shares a living and daring
confidence in God’s grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person questions, complexities and all. Join us as we do God’s work in Christ’s name for the life of
the world.
Children are always welcome to participate in worship. We invite all children to try to be
in worship through the children’s sermon (about 20 minutes) and then invite the children, if
they want, to head to the nursery, but we love to have the children with us through the
whole worship service! To help our youngest worshipers, “Little Lutheran Activity Bags” are
located in the rear of the sanctuary which have crayons and worship appropriate coloring
pages. We offer a children’s bulletin that has puzzles and activities for little worshipers to
work on during the service, and we offer a “Soft Space” for infants and toddlers to spread
out a bit in during worship. Worshiping with children is important to us, and so we hope
you find these things helpful so that you may worship together as a family.
Restrooms are located through the back left – exit the sanctuary, go up the stairs, through
the first room to the end of the hallway. If you need assistance, please see the attendants
(ushers) at the back of the sanctuary.
Cell phones and other electronic devices are welcome to be used to Post, Tweet and
Instagram the Good News you hear today, but we kindly ask you to turn the sound off on
them so that they do not cause a distraction to other worshipers.
Our team of ushers is available throughout the service to be of any assistance you might
need. Assistive Listening devices are available. Please see an usher.
Are you new or visiting St. Mark’s? If you would like to receive more
information about St. Mark’s, we have several methods where you can leave
your information with us. At the entry ways to the sanctuary, you will find our
guest books in which you can leave your name and contact information, or in
the pews we have blue cards that you can fill and place in the offering plate, or
if you like, you can sign our electronic guest book. We’d be delighted to keep
you informed about the many events and opportunities here at St. Mark’s and hope you will
join us again. For the electronic book, open your mobile device to the bar code scanner and
take a picture of this square QR code; it will take you to our electronic guest book.
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Instructions
Leader says
We all say together

+ Gathering +
The Holy Spirit gathers us together for worship
Introduction

With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians
around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. At the heart
of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus’ commandment to love one another. As Jesus
washed the feet of his disciples, we are called to follow his example as we humbly care for
one another, especially the poor and the unloved. At the Lord’s table we remember Jesus’
sacrifice of his life, even as we are called to offer ourselves in love for the life of the world.

Prelude

Jesu Jesu Fill Us with your love

Confession
and
Forgiveness

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to
struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God
and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.

Robert J Powell

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin
and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin
against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three
Days reconciled with God and with one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Opening
Hymn

ELW 462
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Apostolic
Greeting

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other as we begin a time of prayer
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of
the Day

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment
in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all,
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Assembly may be seated

+ Word +
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, song and prayer
First Lesson

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of
Passover. This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to
protect God’s people from the threat of death. The early church described the Lord’s
supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who
delivers God’s people from sin and death.

Exodus 12:114

A reading from Exodus,
1

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month
shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of
the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth
of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its
closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion
to the number of people who eat of it. [5Your lamb shall be without
blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the
goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the
whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They
shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the
lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same
night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and
bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over
the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none of it
remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you
shall burn. ] 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals
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on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It
is the passover of the Lord. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt
that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt,
both human beings and animals; on all the deities of Egypt I will execute
judgments: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no
plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
14
This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it
as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it
as a perpetual ordinance.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Second
Lesson

1 Corinthians
11:23-26

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ
and with one another, because it involves his body given for us and the new covenant in
his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living proclamation of Christ’s death
until he comes in the future.
A reading from First Corinthians,
23

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel
Gospel
Acclamation

Gospel
Reading

John 13:1-17,
31b-35

The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned
elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging
them to do the same for one another.
The Holy Gospel according to St. John
Glory to you O Lord.
1

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him.
And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things
into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to
God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel
around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around
him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing,
but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my
feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with
me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands
and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to
wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though
not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he
said, “Not all of you are clean.”
12
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned
to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to
you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I
am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you
also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are
not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who
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sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
31b
“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified
in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in
himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a
little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Judeans so now I say
to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34“I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you
also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly may be seated.
Sermon

Rev. Bryan Penman
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Hymn of
the Day
ELW 358
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The Foot
Washing
Blessing

On this night we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another
as he has loved us. We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to
love one another, to be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant.
Our commitment to this loving service is signified in the washing of feet,
following the example our Lord gave us on the night before his death.
Those who wish are invite forward to participate in the foot washing blessing. You may
receive a blessing by having your feet washed, sit to participate in giving blessings, or stay
at your seat, joining in singing the hymns below
When Jesus tenderly washed the feet of his disciples, it was a blessing they could feel –
and he himself was blessed by the touch of a loving woman who washed his feet with oil.
In remembrance of this loving kindness, in which the Beloved Community was born, we
bless one another with tender touch washing one another’s feet, or if you wish by laying
hands on head and shoulders.

After those who wish to participate have finished, we conclude with this dialogue and
prayer.
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Jesus says, "If I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, then you
also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example,
that you also should do as I have done to you."
Where charity and love are found, there is God.
Almighty Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ taught us
that what we do for the least of our siblings in Christ,
we do also for him;
give us the will to be the servant of others
as Christ was the servant of all,
who gave up his life and died for us,
yet is alive and lives with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayers of
the People

Prayers reflect
the wideness of
God’s mercy for
the whole world.

The Assisting Minister invites us into prayer
Holy God, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son
Jesus Christ washed his disciples' feet.
We commit ourselves to follow his example
of love and service.
Lord, hear us and humble us.
On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one.
We pray for the unity of your Church...
Lord, hear us
and unite us.
On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through their
We pray for the mission of your Church...
Lord, hear us
and renew our zeal.
On this night, he commanded them to love, but suffered rejection
himself. We pray for the rejected and unloved...
Lord, hear us
and fill us with your love.
On this night, he reminded them that if the world hated them it hated
him first. We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith...
Lord, hear us
and give us your peace.
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Most merciful Lord,
your love compels us to come in.
Our hands were unclean,
our hearts were unprepared;
we were not fit
even to eat the crumbs from under your table.
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,
and share your bread with sinners.
So cleanse and feed us
with the precious body and blood of your Son,
that he may live in us and we in him;
and that we, with the whole company of Christ,
may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen.
Sharing
of the
Peace

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen
Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace
be with you,” or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

+ Meal +
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Offering

An offering is gathered to support the mission of the church. Funds gathered today
will help sustain our ministry efforts at St. Mark’s, support the wider national
church and help those in need. You can also contribute electronically via our
“Give+” giving app on your phone, available in the Apple Store and Google Play.
This month we also take up a special collection to support the work of the Lutheran
Settlement House of Philadelphia. In 1902, Lutheran Settlement House (LSH)
was founded as part of the “Lutheran Social Mission Society of Philadelphia,” an
urban ministry of the Lutheran Church in southeastern Pennsylvania. Lutheran
Settlement House has, since its inception, served vulnerable children, adults, and
families living in inner city Philadelphia, regardless of race or creed.

Offertory

Schmucke Dich

Setting by Timothy Shaw
13

Offertory
Canticle

The assembly
stands as the gifts
and offerings are
brought forward

Offertory
Prayer

God of glory,
receive these gifts and the offering of our lives.
As Jesus was lifted up from the earth,
draw us to your heart in the midst of this world,
that all creation may be brought from bondage to freedom,
from darkness to light, and from death to life;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Great
Thanksgiving

Dialogue
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Proper Preface

The Presiding Minister continues:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at
all times and in all places offer thanks . . . We praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

Words of
Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit we are bold to pray in the words
our Savior taught us,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
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on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
The Assembly may be seated.
Invitation to Here at St. Mark’s we invite all people to the Lord’s Table no matter where you are
Communion on your faith journey. This is Christ present for you – freely offered in bread and wine

– all are welcome to commune.
Come to Jesus, our host and our meal .
The bread may be broken for the communion.
Lamb of God
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Distribution of
Communion

Today we will receive communion around the altar rail. At the direction of the usher
you are invited forward to receive communion. We invite our young ones and families
heading off to faith formation to the Altar Rail first, followed by the rest of the
assembly.
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond -- Amen.
When you have finished communing you are invited to return to your seat by the side
aisle and join in singing the communion hymns printed in the bulletin.

Communion
Hymn
ELW 708
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Communion
Hymn
ELW 360

Post
Communion
Blessing and
Prayer

The assembly stands
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament
you strengthen us with the saving power
of your suffering, death, and resurrection.
May this sacrament of your body and blood
so work in us that the fruits of your redemption
will show forth in the way we live,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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+ Sending +
The Spirit sends us into the world to serve
Stripping The service will conclude with the stripping of the altar. As the sacramental elements and vessels,
linens, paraments, banners, and books are removed from the worship space we invite the assembly
of the
to sing responsively Psalm 88.
Altar

Lights may be dimmed as the worship space is stripped.

Psalmody

1

My God, my God, why have you for- | saken me?
Why so far from saving me, so far from the words | of my groaning?
2
My God, I cry out by day, but you | do not answer;
by night, but I | find no rest.
3
Yet you are the | Holy One,
enthroned on the prais- | es of Israel.
4
Our ancestors put their | trust in you,
they trusted, and you | rescued them.
5
They cried out to you and | were delivered;
they trusted in you and were not | put to shame.
6
But as for me, I am a worm | and not human,
scorned by all and despised | by the people.
7
All who see me laugh | me to scorn;
they curl their lips; they | shake their heads.
8
“Trust in the Lord; let the | Lord deliver;
let God rescue him if God so de- | lights in him.”
9
Yet you are the one who drew me forth | from the womb,
and kept me safe on my | mother’s breast.
10
I have been entrusted to you ever since | I was born;
you were my God when I was still in my | mother’s womb.
11
Be not far from me, for trou- | ble is near,
and there is no | one to help.
12
Many young bulls en- | circle me;
strong bulls of Ba- | shan surround me.
13
They open wide their | jaws at me,
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like a slashing and | roaring lion.
14
I am poured out like water; all my bones are | out of joint;
my heart within my breast is | melting wax.
15
My strength is dried up like a potsherd; my tongue sticks to the roof | of
my mouth;
and you have laid me in the | dust of death.
16
Packs of dogs close me in, a band of evildoers | circles round me;
they pierce my hands | and my feet.
17
I can count | all my bones
while they stare at | me and gloat.
18
They divide my gar- | ments among them;
for my clothing, | they cast lots.
19
But you, O Lord, be not | far away;
O my help, hasten | to my aid.
20
Deliver me | from the sword,
my life from the power | of the dog.
21
Save me from the | lion’s mouth!
From the horns of wild bulls you have | rescued me.
22
I will declare your name | to my people;
in the midst of the assembly | I will praise you.
23
You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the Lord, all you off- | spring of Israel.
24
For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither is the Lord’s face hid- | den from them;
but when they cry out, | the Lord hears them.
25
From you comes my praise in the | great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the Lord.
26
The poor shall eat | and be satisfied.
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts | live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow | before God.
28
For dominion belongs | to the Lord,
who rules o- | ver the nations.
29
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel
be- | fore the Lord.
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30

Their descendants shall | serve the Lord,
whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come.
31
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn,
saying to them, “The | Lord has acted!”
Dismissal

The assembly departs in silence
Those who wish may remain in the sanctuary for prayer and those wishing to greet one
another are invited to our fellowship room.
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Receiving and Handing On
Paul writes to the Corinthians, “For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to
you.” He refers to the institution of the Lord’s supper, but the pattern of receiving
and handing on applies to so much more in Christian faith and practice: We hand on
the faith, hope, love, and understanding we have received. Conversely, we cannot
give what has not first been given to us.
Jesus’ first disciples learn this in the last supper according to John. As John 13
begins, Jesus’ “hour” has arrived. At the meal Jesus washes his disciples’ feet and
commands them to pass on the loving service to others: “You also should do as I
have done to you.” Jesus too hands on to his disciples what he has first received
from God: “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you” (John 15:9). Jesus
does not just command servant love, nor does he merely exemplify it. Through his
death and resurrection, Jesus enables his followers to love. Jesus’ example of
servant love in washing his disciples’ feet literally grounds them for all that is to
come and all that disciples are called to do.
This potent image helps us interpret Jesus’ giving of himself in death, and it
undergirds the community of loving service formed in Christ. As Peter discovers,
Jesus’ disciples must first receive from Jesus in order to have a “share” with him
(John 13:8). Then disciples are called to follow him in giving themselves away—not
just for the sake of serving, but also for the sake of being drawn into relationship
with Jesus and with his Father. Through that relationship we are drawn into the
community of disciples, where we receive and hand on Christ’s meal and the gift of
servant love.
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