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Godõs Work, Our Hands Year: Foster / Adoption 

When I set the calendar for 
topics last year at this time, I 
had no idea how significant 
this months topic would be in 
my own life!  

Many know that Matt and I 
have become foster parents 
this yearñand while that has 
been an exciting adventure in 
and of itself; it has also 
opened my eyes to the unique 
and special needs of foster 
and adoptive children and 
families.  

As we continue to grow 
our inclusive and expansive 
congregation we continue to 
make a space that is welcome 
to all, this month we will 
pause to consider ways in 
which we can be welcoming 
and accepting of families and 
children who are affected by 
the fostering and adoptive 
process.  

At the heart of fostering 
and adopting is the safety and 
wellbeing of a child. Usually 
Children and Youth Services 
(CYS) has become involved 
because a child is facing un-
safe living conditions. CYS 
becomes involved for a varie-
ty of reasons, but often it is a 
result of neglect, abuse, or a 
situation in a family that cre-
ates the need for the child to 
be cared for by someone oth-
er than biological parents.  

Usually a child is placed 
with a foster family for a 
short period of time while the  
living situation of the child is 
evaluated by CYS. Foster 
families are key to the raising 
of a child by providing loving 

and safe homes for children 
to grow and thrive in while 
supportive services are of-
fered to parents with the goal 
of reunification. If during the 
case plan reunification is not 
identified as a possibilityñ
then the case usually moves 
towards adoption and termi-
nation of parental rights and 
the agencies begin to look for 
an adoptive family to become 
the childõs forever home. This 
process takes time and as a 
child gets older the chances of 
adoption decrease dramatical-
ly.  

Being aware of these ex-
traordinary circumstances 
often helps people relate to 
and connect with families 
who are navigating the foster 
and adoptive process. I can 
certainly attest that it is full of 
ups and downs and lots of 
uncertainty!  

Adopting a child is also full 
of unique celebrationsñlike 
òGotcha Daysó and 
òAdoption Dayó these extra 
milestones that families cele-
brate help to tell a child a pos-
itive experience of being 

grafted into a new family or 
culture (which is often the 
case with trans-cultural and 
trans-racial adoptions). Adop-
tive families have unique sto-
ries and finding ways for our 
congregation to celebrate and 
welcome the myriad of ways 
that families are formed is 
part of our call to welcome all 
into the love of Godõs family.  

Foster and adoptive fami-
lies have special needs that 
often are a result of their 
unique family needs that con-
gregations can help support. 
Often family bonding is im-
portant, so being sensitive to 
interacting with children in 
the congregation is important. 
Being available and authentic 
to listen to ups and downs of 
the process is very important. 
Being ready to make meals or 
take other kids in the family if 
important court dates are 
happening, celebrating mile-
stones and holding the pain 
of setbacks, are all ways we 
can help support these special 
families and the work they do 
to provide loving and lasting 
homes for children to grow 
up surrounded by love.  

St. Markõs Lutheran Church, Conshohocken, PA.  

 

May 2017 

The Markõs 

Special points of  

interest: 

¶ Dates for VBS 

¶ New Capital Cam-

paign  

¶ Synod Assembly 

Recap 

¶ Easter Eggs by the 

numbers 

Inside this issue: 

Faith Formation  2 

Faith @ Home  3 

Service  4 

Worship  10 

Altar Flowers  12 

Fellowship  13 

Calendar  15 

Helping Hands  16 



Page 2 

The Markõs 

May Issue 

Faith Formation 

On Sunday May 21st we will hold 
our last Faith Formation sessions for 
the program year. We will resume our 
classes again in the fall but will take a 
break for the summer months.  

A huge òthank-youó goes out to all 
those who have made a year of faith 
formation on Sunday mornings so suc-
cessfulñKim Kriebel, Joe Ruggiero, 
Beth Patruno, Stef Conklin who all 
help provide the backbone of our fami-
ly class each week, Joanne Copestick 

and Vicar Lenny who have help with 
our Adult class this year, Emily for 
providing music for our kids and 
teaching them to sing the faith, and of 
course all the parents of kids who 
make faith formation an important part 
of the Sunday routine!  

Faith Formation of course doesnõt 
stop just because classes doñthere are 
a variety of ways we can develop faith 
over the summer as families of all 
shapes and sizes! Why not try one of 

our faith @ home activities or start the 
tradition this summer of family devo-
tional time? Growing together as a 
family is just as important as our faith 
formation activities on Sunday morn-
ing.  

Faith Formation draws to a close for the year  

Save the date for Vacation Bible School  

This summer we discover our amaz-
ing superhero strength in God! Each of 
the days this summer we will explore 
our power as disciples to make a differ-
ence in the world as we explore how 
Godõs love equips us to be super-hero 
disciples!!  

VBS this summer will be held in the 
evenings Sunday August 6thñ
Thursday August 10th from 6:30ñ
8:30pm. VBS is fun for the whole fam-
ily, but program is for ages 4ñ6th 

grade. We will be setting up a 
volunteer grid in the coming 
weeks and a list of supplies 
we need so we can begin to 
collect them over the next 
few months.  

We hope you will join us 
for this super epic fun time 
of learning!  

Faithful Parenting Class  

Our next faithful parenting class will be held on 
Wednesday May 17th @ 7pm at the church. We are always 
open to more parents as we continue the conversation of 
turning our homes into places of faith formation teaching 
our children to grow up with a knowledge of God and 
deep and abiding faith that will grow with them their whole 
lives long!  

Theology on Tap  

Our next session of Theology on Tap will be held Thurs-
day May 11th following dinner church. We return to the 
Great American Pub for a discussion of Martin Lutherõs 
Small Catechism as a foundation of our Lutheran faith.  
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Faith Formation 

At Easter we renew our Baptism, our identity as children of God. 
And with that identity, Christ calls us into action. In this activity 
you will create a "family shield" which celebrates your identity as a 
family, and discuss how you are called to serve.   

Activity Plan  

1. Start with calling to mind the story of creation in Say 
this prayer aloud to begin. 

¶ Of God of new beginnings, we thank you for the gifts of hope, 
joy, peace, and love that you have given to us in Jesus. As we 
begin the Easter season may we share these same gifts with one 
another and in the world. In Christ's name we pray. Amen. 

2. Brainstorm together a few goals for living your faith 
now that Christ has risen and Easter is here. Discussing 
these questions will help you get started: 

¶ How could we improve our outreach and service to 
others? 

¶ How could we enhance our family prayer life? 

¶ How could we spend more play time together? 

¶ How could we have meaningful conversations with 
each other? 

3. Consider what God is calling your family to do. Decide 
on two or three ideas together. 

4. Place the blank shield before everyone (you can down-
load a template by doing a simple google search). Place 
the family photo in the center of the shield. Drawn/
paint/write the family name either under the photo or at 
the top of the shield. If desired choose other photos 

from magazines or 
elsewhere to make 
your family shield 
reflect who you 
are. Leave the four 
corners blank. 

5. In the upper right portion write or draw pictures that 
answer the following question, "This Easter season as a 
family we HOPE to..." This will reflect the resolutions 
you chose in step 2. 

6. In the upper left portion, list with words or pictures, 
how you will put these hopes into practice by answering 
this question, "With JOY as a family we will achieve our 
goals by..." 

6. In the lower right portion, name the ways you will hold 
one another accountable by answering this question, 
"With LOVE in our hearts, we promise to help one an-
other keep our goals by..." 

7. In the lower left portion, write or draw something that 
represents PEACE, for it is with peace that we are able 
to live in the present moment, and see that God walks 
with us always. 

8. Have each family member sign the shield, and display 
it prominently in your home. Return to it as you achieve 
a goal, or change them as needed. 

9. Close by asking each family member to name their 
favorite part of your family shield and the hope it repre-
sents. Say the Lord's Prayer together. 

Faith @ Home Activity ñ Family Shield by Heath Howe  

We are stretching our òtheological musclesó 
and exploring our conceptions of God as we 
explore Wm. Paul Youngõs book, òLies we 
believe about God.ó  

In his latest book Young invites a compel-
ling, conversational exploration of the wrong-
headed ideas we sometimes have and share 
about God. 

Wm. Paul Young has been called a heretic 
for the ways he vividly portrays God's love 
through his novels. Here he shares 33 com-
monly uttered and sometimes seemingly in-
nocuous things we say about God. Paul ex-

poses these as lies that keep us from having 
full, loving relationships with our creator. 

With personal anecdotes, and sharing the 
compassion felt from the "Papa" portrayed 
in The Shack- Paul encourages listeners to 
think anew about important issues including 
sin, religion, hell, politics, identity, creation, 
and human rights and helps us discover God's 
deep and abiding love. 

Join us as we explore this basic and pro-
found question, òwho is God?ó as we learn 
that how we answer that question, influences 
the way we believe and live in the world.  

Tweeners Bible Study / Book Study: òLies we believe about Godó 

Upcoming Session Dates: 

Å May 16th - Chapters 5-8 
Å May 30th - Chapters 9-12 

Å June 13th - Chapters 13-16 
¶  June 27th - Chapters 17-20 
 

Å July 11th - Chapters 21-24 
Å July 18th - Chapters 24 - 28 
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Service  

Community Garden  

We are so excited we wet our plants! Once again the Stewardship committee has 
secured a plot in the Conshohocken Community garden.  We have had two very 
successful seasons in the books, and are excited to get a jump start on the new 
year.  This past year we were able to make more than 15 donations of produce 
to the Colonial Neighborhood Council.  We typically meet a few times in the 
spring to get the garden set up, and then we utilize the online Sign Up Genius 
website for weekly plot maintenance; which can be found at the following hy-
perlink: Community Garden Sign Up Genius 

No previous gardening experience is required, and we have a good time at our 
gatherings.  Please talk to Matt Hoffman (mhoffmanpga@gmail.com) 
or  anyone on the Stewardship Committee for more information. 

Diakon Adoption & 
Foster Care has one 
goal: To bring perma-
nence to the lives of 

waiting children and youths. Through foster care, foster-to-
adopt (legal-risk placements), and special needs and domes-
tic adoption, we focus on uniting children and youths with 
forever families.  

Diakon is a Lutheran social service organization that sup-
ports people across the life spectrum. From adoptive and 
foster support services, youth and children programing, ac-
tive adult communities and older adult activities Diakon is 
committed to providing care for all of Godõs children.  

This monthõs special collection will go to support the 
work that Diakon does to provide programs and support for 
families in the foster and adoptive services section of their 

services. By providing fellowship events for families, support 
classes for parents and gifts for foster kidsña lot goes into 
supporting vulnerable children find happiness and whole-
ness.  

Special Collection Envelope: Diakon Foster and Adoptive Services  

Parsonage Roof Repairs  

In January the skylight in the parsonage fami-
ly room blew off in a very heavy Norõeaster. 
We filed an insurance claim to have repairs 
made. While the roof probably had a few 
more years of life left in it, this repair was 
going to necessitate the replacement of one 
side of the roof. While we had the insurance 
money we will be adding to the amount to 
replace the entire roof on the family room.  

A very special thanks to LJ and his brother 
who came out in the storm to provide the 
emergency skylight patch. Interior damage 

was minimal and will be repaired by Pastor 
and Matt.  

Work will begin this month to repair and 
cover up the skylight hole rather than replac-
ing it with another skylight.  

In addition we have begun to work on re-
placing the fence along the Harry Street side 
of the parsonage yard as well as finally get-
ting around to installing finishing trim in the 
house.  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a49aaaa2da0fd0-2017
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Council is currently ex-
ploring a new set of capital 
improvements for our 
church building.  

Some have noticed the 
issues with our Harry Street 
stained glass window in the 
sanctuaryñwe appear to 
have some water intrusion 
issues that is resulting in 
some deterioration of the 
plaster around the window 
causing it to crumble and 
fall down. In order to fix 
this we need some stone 
mason work on the outside 
of the window.  

Worship is at the heart of 
who we are as a church 
community; itõs why the 
sanctuary is the first building 

constructed for a new 
churchñso maintaining a 
space for worship is high on 
the priority list of building 
improvements.  

We hope that this new 
capital campaign will ad-
dress the water intrusion 
issues and provide some 
preventative maintenance on 
the exterior of the building 
to prevent the situation 
from getting worse.  

In addition to the water 
intrusion issues, we hope to 
pain the interior of the sanc-
tuary and fixing some of the 
cracking plaster lines. Giving 
the sanctuary a fresh coat of 
paint will make the space 
brighter and more inviting 

for worship on Sunday 
morning.  

In addition to painting, 
plaster and stone mason 
work, we hope to install new 
carpet in the sanctuary as 
well. We have reached the 
end of the life cycle of that 
carpet and it has been 
stretched, pulled and glued 
down to the point where 
now is the time to replace it.  

Council and the Service 
ministry team of Property is 
working to bring proposals 
and estimates so that 
we can have a dollar 
figure for our capital 
campaign.  

We are looking to 
hold a congregational 

meeting to vote on this in 
early June so that we can 
begin the process of fund-
raising and look to schedule 
some of the exterior work to 
prevent further damage.  

We have a beautiful space 
to worship in and we want 
to make sure it stays that 
way, if you are looking for 
ways to support the congre-
gation through a special gift, 
we hope that you will keep 
our own capital campaign in 
mind.  

Capital Improvements Update  

Our congregation owns the building located across the ally that 

houses two one bedroom apartments, a garage and a commercial 

shop space. The upstairs òEastó apartment is currently available for 

rent. If you know of anyone looking to move into the area please 

keep our rental in mind.  

Rent is $1,100 a month, 1 BR, 1 BA, washer dryer included. Tenant 

responsible for electric, gas, and cable.  

Also the commercial space will also be soon available as well.  

Apartment Rental  


