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Th e Mar k & s Faith Formation

Helping Parents have Faith Conversations: Faithful Parents Group

Our oOFai t hf presenPirmaaurdives. i n g dbut we also hope that the
Class is off to a great start! This class is open tofall classes tend your own se
Our first meeting last month ;4 \we hope that you willof spirituality and foster
was a great time of discUssj|| think about joining us deeper relationship in yc
sion, learning, and diVingrom time to time! As we OWn life as we grow clos
into the ways to raise faithy,5nce ideas off each othefl® God together.
ful families! learn how to build our kids So join us for this ne

Our hope going forward up with the confidence thatmovement in the churdh
is that this group meets onGod is always there, answemith formation @ home!
the 3rd Wednesday of eacUifficult questions together,
month with February 15thlearn some rituals to do a
being the next meeting datehome together and learn tc ~

This group will be learn-Teflect faithfully on the ex-
ing basic faithful tools toPeriences of our kids. '
foster faith in the home and Not only is this class for ~A T
spur conversations duringending to the spiritual and VIBRAN’ FAITH
the week about how God isfaith needs of your Kidls ’

Theology on Tap

Theol ogy on Tap continues this month as we explore
Great American Pub for conversation, fellowship and discussion. This month we will meet on February 9th for our Th
gy on Tap and in March we will meet on th 9th hope you will join us!
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Adult Faith Formation Classes to change this month

Starting in February, Adultwe will explore a special t

Faith Formation meets aftelic with possible guest spe
worship during fellowship ers to discuss issues for
hour. Godds Wo r k
We invite you to grab aspec_ial year of foc_us. Tog
snack and join us for discust 1S spring
sion of the lectionary lessof@ss Incarceration, envir
of the day and share youfental care and foster
insight and thoughts of wha2doption programs.

we heard in worship. We hope you will join us f
In addition this spring we©ne Of these sessions as
will be featuring a speciaf€€k to deepen our lives

topic once a month. During faith together!
these special theme classes
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T h e Mar k o s Faith Formation

Faith @ Home Activity i Everyone Wins by Jessica Harris Daum

If you enjoy watching sports on television or attending cable package in order to watch games, give an

sporting events, you've probably developed some game d
tradition$§i wearing your lucky jersey, chanting familiar .
cheers, keeping up an old rivalry, tailgating before the gamé!c€ €ach month.

Make a new game day ritual to connect with God by giVingVake it your tradition to add a certain amount
to help others. of money to the jar for each touchdown, goal,

Activity Plan run, or other specific moment in the game.
Y Think of your own creative ideas for a ritual or

tradition of giving to a cause on game day.

God, you are the giver of all good gifts. Even athletic abil*']ty C&ﬁé‘?sgame day or at the end of the season, send the
from you. Help me to give to others from all that you have ﬁrﬁt\oney you have gathered to the cause or organization
given me. Amen.

Hmount equal to 10% of your bill for this ser-

1 Say this prayer to begin:

you selected. Write a note with the donation to explain
the unique ritual behind your gift. Pray to ask God's
blessing on the donation you are sending and the people
it will help:

1 Choose an organization or cause you'd like to sup-
port. Consider helping ministries in your community,
organizations supported by your favorite sports
team, or mission projects of your church. Research Thank you, O God, for the joy of sports in my life. Help me to |

nonprofit organizations online if you need more ide- for justice and mercy as enthusiastically as | root for my team
as. win. Make this gift a blessing in the lives of others. Amen.

1 Designate a jar or other container to hold your contribu-
tions over the course of the season. Make a label with
the name of the organization or cause you have cho
and tape it to the jar. Families grow in faith when they . . .

1 Decide how to collect money to be givento support ¢ tALk with each other about their fali
your chosen cause or group. Here are some ideas:

Y If you watch sports in a bar or restaurant, make
it your tradition to give an amount equal t010% ' RITUALtIhZE r i mportant moments
of your total bill on each game day.

Y If you have friends over to watch sports, invite
them to contribute money based on their team's
final score, perhaps a nickel or dime per point.

Y If you subscribe to a special sports network or

f PRAY together in ways that are comf

REACH OUWUT service and support of oth

SHARE BIBLE STORY to connect with f

= =4 =4

LEARN ABOUT FAITH TOGETHER in comf ol
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Iltems for CNC:

Help support our local
food pantry by bringing
in the following items:
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Shelf stable
canned meats

Boxed meals

Peanut Butter an(
Jelly

Granola Bars

Paper Products
(Toilet Paper, Pa
EIROES)

Soap / Shampoo

Personal Care
ltemdh
Deodorant, shav-

ing cream, tooth
brushes, tooth
paste.

ar kéos Service

Special Collection Envelope: Bethany Christian Services

This year our national organinecessities, meet families

zation Lutheran Imigrationathe airport, and provide En '
nd Refugee services (LIRS)sh tutoring, bus training, a GOd S work'

partnered with a new organiongoing cultural assistance Our hgnd S

zation to do the local work OfNE)W Neighbor Program:
refugee resettlemdnt

Bethany Christian ServicedN® New Neighbor Programy, e fo, foster parents to help
following the closure of Lu- Provides friendship and ass'zcrnrough the Refugee and Im-
theran Children and Familyfanceand serves as a culturgpigrant Foster Care program.
services earlier last year. ~ Pridge for adult refugees whay o, can show love and com-
are dealing with questions of5sgion to children who have

%ow to live in the U.S. Local -
o . ; it lost everything and yearn for
families for the first siXqunteers commit to three, ow be{:ltinnigng. y

months they are in the couny,onths of assistance for refu- _ _ _
try, doing everything from gees. Bethany is seeking caring and

meeting them at the airport . committed foster parents
and providing them a place td=/79//Sh as a Second Lan- g are willing to open their
live, to bringing them to doc-94@9¢€ (ESL) Tutoring: All  homes to children in need.
tor's appointments, providing®!" refugee clients are pukRefgee foster families come
language training, and helpinjt© @n ESL class upon ariqom ™ 5 variety of back-
them find a job. The goal isv@!- We also offer the Englishy o ;ngs and include families
to provide a safe, new com. utoring Program which pro-\ith small children, families
munity for refugee and immi-Vides & onen-one tutor for \yhaqe kids are grown, and
grant families where they wilpn adult refugee to assist 3ok one and tweparent
be able to thrive as self!MProving his or her compe-gypijies,

sufficient, contributing mem-t€ncy in using English. Join us as we work with refu-
bers of society. Bus Training: Our Bus gee foster families to give
There are many Opportuni_Tralnlng Program helps refu-

children from all over the
ties, especially for volunteers;

gefef_ clients H become  selfy;qq a chance at a new life.
to help families resettle in theufficient in their transporta-

U.S.including: tion.
Group Co-Sponsorship: In addition Bethany provides
foster care for unaccompa- .

g:r‘:]rrgh?]% ;r%Siggsﬁj’ C%r}qed minors who find them-

unity u Y COgselves as refugees in our

sponsor a refugee or refugegoyntry. Bethany Christian B E T H A N Y
family. The group €sponsor geryices has responded 1o im s rian services
will prepare apartments withpis need by making it possi-

Souper Bowl Sunday

We collected cans of sou@o make it more fun this
again for Souper Bowl Sunyeafi we had two buckets:
day (February 5th). Thanks tone for each team that make
all those who brought in cans t to the Su
of soup that day as we celesee who wins our Souper
brated the Super Bowl byBowl of Caring by helping to 5
helping those in need by suptackle hunger in our commu- OF CARING
plying soup for our local foodnity!

pantry at Colonial Neighbor-

hood Council.
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T h e Mar k 0 s Service

Stewardship 101: We Nourish and Care for Healthy Relationships

Thereds no escap
ary, is there? Everywhere you turn yo
see Valentines, red roses, hd@ped
boxes of chocolates and other sweet
for our sweethearts.

This is all good and right, because
ever since God looked at Adam and
decl ar ed, ol t i s
beings t o be al o
people have found excitement, com
panionship, joy, contentment and ful-
filment in the in the covenant of mar-
riage with someone special.

. practice deep listening. Read Gacyoul d encourage thi
For all these reasons February is apmands oO0The 5nébgkbdrahgSameay s |
good month to celebrate healthy, 10%,4 share how it might improve youccasion for a congregational friend-

ing relationships, and not just betweggyationship. ship potluck, movie night, or game
two people but also throughout the night.

whole human family. Good steward- FOr families: Rejoice in the love _ _
ship involves taking good care of 4nd commitment that holds you all For community neighbors:Send a

that God gives us, and certain getherd parents, grandparents, chilvalentine and a piece of candy to every-
healthy, loving relationships courfi'e"; _siblings_, co_usins everybody. b_ody in your neighbor_hood or subdivi-
among the most precious gifts. Whg_rganlze family dinners every Sundaipn, or everybody in your addr_ess
would life be like without family andhis month to celebrate family connetook to let them know that friendships
friends? And because Jesus commatig8s- Talk about the love you have fand neighbors are important. Steot

us to love our neighbors and our en@N€ another. Talk about how you camvive & block parties, community
mies alike, we do well to work on reljork to be closer and more harmoneleanup days, yard sales or fellowship

tionships beyond our immediate ciRUS: gatherings.
cles. For friends: Enjoy time with your God gives us relationships of all
Here are some ways that we can guids, but cultivate relationships th&inds so that we can have companion-
come better stewards of relationships'® deeper and more spiritual. Do yahip, friendship, security and joy. As
, have friends with whom you can shastewards of all that God gives us, we
For couples: Give flowers and gegnest joys, fears, problems? Do yoan nourish and celebrate healthy,
chocolate, sure, but also be sure [a.e friends with whom you can grostrong relationships.

spend quality time with one anothej, f5ith? .
Talk deeply, and listen intently. Pray ’ _ ' Rev. Robert Blezard serves as an aSSIS:
and read scripture together, and hold For church neighbors: You can to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna !

hands during worship. Talk often angend friendship valentines to everpd and also works as content editor |
body in church- your congregation www.stewardshipoflife.org.

Pastords Article cont i nundertaken by gheg Trump administrawill set the threshold for refugees for

tion. fiscal year 2018 in September which
email ways in which we can witness,wnat we know right now is that forVill give us an indication of how the
support and do  apebbyt 120°dfays, d-"rgftﬁgées Wiiokited States will be assisting with
even in a time like this to help refugeggmitted to the country. At the end oproviding refugee relief on behalf of
who are fleeing persecution and Vigyig period we believe that an additiote world community going forward.
lence. While the amount of Syrian refy; 11,000 refugees from countries othefther way, refugees are still going to
gees is staggering right now, there a8 the 7 named in the Middle Ea&l€ coming this year and into the future
still other refugees in parts of thei pe admitted to bring us to the 2015 there are a lot of places around the
world that will likely continue to seekgqg year cap of 50,000 authorized erd other than those 7 countries that
entry into the United States once a rgye siate Department and the office &yeed our assistance.

view of the vetting process has begRa president. The new administration
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The Mar kds Service

A collection of thank -you for the good you do

AN
FARY

-‘—‘#—?77 ELCA World Hunger
iz Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.
Dear St. Mar kds Lut her an tocrayons
Thank you for your gift of $85.00 to ELCA World

Hunger.

On Epiphany, God reveals Jesus to the nations by .
the leading of a star. We pray for God to lead us by Dear Friends,
faith to know Godds pres Thank you so much for StyifM
the ELCA World Hunger is surely a manifestation of cause of your contribution, disadvantaged children are receiv-

your faith in Godds gr acingtheimportant everyday essentials they need to lears, play
the light that shines brightly through Christ to all the and thrive.
nations. In our Greater Philadelphia service area alone, there are

Thank you for accompanying companion churches more than 400,000 children ages birth through 12 living in
and trusted partners as they work together to provide poverystricken households. If their families are already strug-
water and sanitation, education and training, agricultur gling to pay for rent, utilities, and groceries, then providing
and nutrition, income and savings, healthcare and pre clothing and shoes that fit, books to read, and school supplies
ventiofi whatever it takes until all are fed. and books to encourage learning are probably out of reach.

With gratefulness, and in the light and life of Christ. That is why your donation to Cra_ldles_, to Crayons iS.‘ SO abso-
lutely essential if we are to help fill this large and critical need.

The Rev. Daniel Rift And why it is so appreciated.

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal  one of our social service agency partners recently told us,
OWe are continually faced wi

S youngest children. They come to school in icy weather with-
; outh proper winter gear such as gloves and hats. Their clothes

) : are too small, mismatched, and often dirty. This is not due to

Dear Friends  S[LVER SPRINGS lack of caring by their parents, but due to sheer poverty. In
On behalf of MARTIN LUTHER. SCHOOL one case, a family was forbidden from returning to their home
the boys an N i M because it was condemned with all of their belongings inside.
girls we servi = = They had nowhere else to turn. This is where Cradles to Cray-
thank you and ons has been so helpful by providing essential goods for chil-
al | our friends at Saindren. Now, the familyods chin
Conshohocken for once again choosing to supportd6 newdé gl oves, small toys and
our work! On behalf of children and families such as this one and

The Congregationds gi ft thousands of others we will serve this year, everyone dt €rd-
and helpful to Silver Springs ability to assist more thar dles to Crayons thanks you for taking action and providing
2,400 children and families we serve through our Resi direct relief to the children who need it the most.
dential Treatment Program, Approved Private School, \wjith warm regards,
and Community Based Mental Health Programs. _ _

) . Michal Smith

You are a valued partner in our work to help chil- _ _
dren to heal and to learn, to find hope, and to reach EXecutive Director Cradles to Crayons
for a bright future. Thank you again for your contin-
ued support of our ministry!

Sincerely,

Lyun Unipan

Development Director

February Issue



The Mar kaos Worship

Boy Scout Sunday: February 5th

On Sunday February 5th boys frormeets on Tuesday nights and a Vent
our Scout Troop and Cub Pack joine@rew that meets on Sundays. &
us during our worship services and payt of the Scout law is that a scol
served as special worship assistants.; ¢ §r e sodgaching boys aboutl®

Our cub pack has recently experbecoming faithful believers in our soci
enced quite a bit of growth so we amty is key to the Boy Scout program.
excited to see the new and young@fe ask that you join us on Sunday
boys getting exciting about Scouting! celebrate the work they do in the corm

For those wihwe ard d"HBM 0 fosigrgqpd citizenship, envipg
the chartering organization for threfPnmental stewardship and care fc
expressions of the Boy Scéutwr (10Se in need as they raise up futu
Boy Scout Troop that meets on Mon!€2ders in our community.
day nights, a Cub Scout Pack which

Ash Wednesday Services

On Wednesday and the assurance of This year we will be
March 1st we will mark forgiveness proclaimedoffering a brief service
the beginning of Lentin the gospel, and pracat noon for imposition
with the observance oftice in our daily lives theof Ashes as well as a full
Ash Wednesday. work of reconciliation. service at 7pm with

From the early dayswe invite you, there-preaching and commun-
of our faith, Christians fore, to the observanceion.

have observed the reof @ holy Lent, by self  Ag e journey
membr ance d¥xamnalpp and repeniithrough Lent we will be
passion and resurrectiorNC&; by prayer, fastinggrenaring ourselves to
with great reverence. 12nd sekdenial; and by receive the Good News
became the custom to'€ading and meditatingys  Resurrection  on
prepare for that ob- On God's holy Word. gagter moming.
‘servance by a season of® Make a right begin-

prayer and fasting, andling to this season it is

the reconciliation of apPpropriate to receive

those who had beenthe mark of ashes as a

separated  from thethe reminder of our

community of faith. By mortal ~nature_ and _of '
keepingtheseasonoofjos |nv_|ta~t|on to re-
Lent, we take to heart¢ €1 VvV € Christds redeemi

Godds call WOg repentance
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T h e Mar k o s Worship

Join us for Dinner Church

e

4 Dinner Church meets onsign up to bring soup or salad
Dinner Church Thursday evenings at 6pnfor our meal to shafiewe

e and is a growing communityusually have between 15 and
that gathers around the tabl@0 people for dinner.

for a meal, sacred story telling, _

prayer, singing, feIIowship,A new signup for the new

and celebration of the HolyY€ar IS up in the McCarey
Eucharist. Roonti or see Stef Conklin

to sign up for a week.
Volunteers are welcome to

Music Ministry News
Save the date for this spring schedule of Special Music from our Director of Music Ministry:

Adult Choir Bell Choir Faith Formation Singers
1 February 26th 1 February 12th 1 February 19th
T March 19th 1 March 12 1 March 5th
1 April 16th (Easter) _ '
g April 30th 1 April 16th (Easter) 1 April 9th (Palm Sunday)
1 May 14th 1 May 7th 1 May 21st
1 June 4th (Pentecost)

1 June 11th (Holy Trinity)

Altar Flowers this Month

In loving memory of our parents: Earl and Hel

February 5tl Given by Harry and Terry Spenc Butler & Harry and Alma Spence

February Given by Vicar Lennv Duncan In Loving memory of Loretta Duncan, Mother
12th y y Rebel, Hero, and friend. Happy Birthday Mor
Felkgtl:]ary Given by Debbie Eskate In loving memory of Ruth Eskate
February
26th OPEN OPEN
I f you would Ii ke to sponsor Altar fl owers on any of
$40.00. Pl ease make sure to include in the memo | i ne

print in the bulletin.
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The Mar k & s Evangelism / Fellowship

Easter Egg Industry | 99th Season of Production gets underway

The 99th Season of Easter EQgpro-h e mi ssi on and ministry of St. Mar k

duction is under way We continue 0 ggles are being collected at this time
need hands to help make the candigsq order forms are available at the
each week as we try to fill as maRy,rch. Remember, they are filled first
orders are possible this year! come first serve! Get your orders in
The Easter Egg Industry is the largarly!
est fundraiser at St . Mar kds and funds
raised from candy sales go to support

Monday Night Wednesday Night Friday Morning
6pmi 8:30pm 6pmi 8:30pm 9anii 11lam
Fondant Making Night Fondant Making Night Fondant Making Night
Volunteers are needed to helpVolunteers are needed to help haralunteers are needed to pack can-
knead, make the fondant dough coat candy centers in chocolate. dies in boxes.

and to cut and form candy centers.

Easter Egg Order Form 299t Season

TO ORDER:
By phone ¢610.825.3021 | By web & stmarksconshy.org/eastereggs
Name:
Address:
o Date you would like to pick up
Email: your order:
[tem Cost Total You will receive a call once your order has
been filled and is ready for pick up.
Box Coconut @ $10.00 box If you have questions about your order or
need to change your order please call Dor
Box Mints @ $10.00 box @610.825.3021. All orders must be
picked up no later than Adpril 3
Box Peanut Butter @ $10.00 box
PICK UP TIMES:
Requested Date for Pickup: TOTAL ORDER Monday and Wednesday | 6/5m

8pm

Friday | 9amd 11am
Cash / Check #

All orders are filled on a first

Cash or Check | Checks should be made out comafirspsgryebasigar k 6s L
OEaster Eggsd6é in the memo | ine. To guarantee orders please
submit orders no later than
March 15 th,
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