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Godõs Work, Our Hands Year: Refugee Resettlement 

Over the last few weeks, 
refugees have been in the 
news quite a bit. President 
Trump signed an executive 
order halting all refugees from 
entering the United States 
until the new administration 
gets a chance to review the 
vetting process for refugees 
who enter our country. While 
the details of this executive 
order are still being discerned 
we have a wonderful oppor-
tunity to look at how our 
church supports the ongoing 
work of welcoming refugees 
into our communities.  

Refugees are different from 
immigrants. òRefugeeó are 
people who have fled their 
countries of origin to escape 
persecution. Today we 
see worldwide refugee levels 
at the highest ever recorded, 
with one in every 122 humans 
either a refugee, internally 
displaced, or seeking asylum, 
according to the United    
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees. This includes 
an ever-increasing number of 
Syrian refugees that has now 
exceeded 4 million, confirm-
ing it as the worldõs single 
largest refugee crisis for    
almost 25 years.  

With an ever increasing 
number of refugees around 
the world, our country stands 
to offer help to thousands of 
people fleeing persecution for 
a chance at a better life. I 
want to be very clear that 
those who advocate for    
Refugee Resettlement and 
helping those in need have 

been very critical of both 
Trump and Obamaõs admin-
istration on refugee status. 
The underfunding of refugee 
programing and assistance is 
not something that has arisen 
in the last month; it is instead 
a question that has been rid-
ing under the surface for a 
while. Our denominations 
national organization, Luther-
an Immigration and Refugee 
Services, has been advocating 
for a reform of aid programs 
for refugees, a system that 
was created three decades 
ago. The current needs of 
refugees has changed since 
that time and the funding 
streams for this program have 
not kept up with current 
needs of refugees coming into 
our country.  

This is why it is important 
for churches to partner with 
LIRS and other organizations 
to help in the process of refu-
gee resettlement so that refu-
gees might acclimate to new 
lifestyles and adjust to living 
in a new country. Our       

denomination has a rich his-
tory of assisting immigrants 
and refugeesñroots that date 
back to the great migration in 
our nationõs history when 
Lutheran Settlement houses 
assisted immigrants from   
Europe who sought a new 
and better life in our great 
nation of opportunity.  

Whatõs more is we have the 
biblical witness to remind us 
that we, as Christians, stand 
to welcome the stranger. 
ò When an alien resides with 
you in your land, you shall not 
oppress the alien. The alien 
who resides with you shall be 
to you as the citizen among 
you; you shall love the alien as 
yourself, for you were aliens 
in the land of Egypt: I am 
the Lord your God.ó - Leviti-
cus 19:33-34.  

Through the month of 
February we will be learning 
more about the refugee pro-
grams our church supports 
and we will be exploring 
though the weekly pastorõs 
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Faith Formation 

Theology on Tap  
Theology on Tap continues this month as we explore more about Lutherõs Small Catechism. We gather at 7:30pm at the 
Great American Pub for conversation, fellowship and discussion. This month we will meet on February 9th for our  Theolo-
gy on Tap and in March we will meet on the 9thñwe hope you will join us!  

Starting in February, Adult 
Faith Formation meets after 
worship during fellowship 
hour.  

We invite you to grab a  
snack and join us for discus-
sion of the lectionary lesson 
of the day and share your 
insight and thoughts of what 
we heard in worship.  

In addition this spring we 
will be featuring a special 
topic once a month. During 
these special theme classes 

we will explore a special top-
ic with possible guest speak-
ers to discuss issues for our 
Godõs Work Our Hands 
special year of focus. Topics 
this spring include refugeeõs, 
mass incarceration, environ-
mental care and foster to 
adoption programs.  

We hope you will join us for 
one of these sessions as we 
seek to deepen our lives of 
faith together!   

Adult Faith Formation Classes to change this month  

Our òFaithful Parentingó 
Class is off to a great start! 
Our first meeting last month 
was a great time of discus-
sion, learning, and diving 
into the ways to raise faith-
ful families!  

Our hope going forward 
is that this group meets on 
the 3rd Wednesday of each 
month with February 15th 
being the next meeting date.  

This group will be learn-
ing basic faithful tools to 
foster faith in the home and 
spur conversations during 
the week about how God is 

present in our lives.  

This class is open to allñ
and we hope that you will 
still think about joining us 
from time to time! As we 
bounce ideas off each other, 
learn how to build our kids 
up with the confidence that 
God is always there, answer 
difficult questions together, 
learn some rituals to do at 
home together and learn to 
reflect faithfully on the ex-
periences of our kids.  

Not only is this class for 
tending to the spiritual and 
faith needs of your kidsñ

but we also hope that these 
classes tend your own sense 
of spirituality and foster a 
deeper relationship in your 
own life as we grow closer 
to God together.  

So join us for this new 
movement in the church ñ 
faith formation @ home!  

Helping Parents have Faith Conversations: Faithful Parents Group  
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Faith Formation 

If you enjoy watching sports on television or attending 
sporting events, you've probably developed some game day 
traditionsñwearing your lucky jersey, chanting familiar 
cheers, keeping up an old rivalry, tailgating before the game. 
Make a new game day ritual to connect with God by giving 
to help others.  

Activity Plan  

¶ Say this prayer to begin: 

God, you are the giver of all good gifts. Even athletic ability comes 

from you. Help me to give to others from all that you have first 

given me. Amen. 

¶ Choose an organization or cause you'd like to sup-

port. Consider helping ministries in your community, 

organizations supported by your favorite sports 

team, or mission projects of your church. Research 

nonprofit organizations online if you need more ide-

as. 

¶ Designate a jar or other container to hold your contribu-

tions over the course of the season. Make a label with 

the name of the organization or cause you have chosen 

and tape it to the jar. 

¶ Decide how to collect money to be given to support 

your chosen cause or group. Here are some ideas: 

Ý If you watch sports in a bar or restaurant, make 

it your tradition to give an amount equal to10% 

of your total bill on each game day. 

Ý If you have friends over to watch sports, invite 

them to contribute money based on their team's 

final score, perhaps a nickel or dime per point. 

Ý If you subscribe to a special sports network or 

cable package in order to watch games, give an 

amount equal to 10% of your bill for this ser-

vice each month. 

Ý Make it your tradition to add a certain amount 

of money to the jar for each touchdown, goal, 

run, or other specific moment in the game. 

Ý Think of your own creative ideas for a ritual or 

tradition of giving to a cause on game day. 

¶ After game day or at the end of the season, send the 

money you have gathered to the cause or organization 

you selected. Write a note with the donation to explain 

the unique ritual behind your gift. Pray to ask God's 

blessing on the donation you are sending and the people 

it will help: 

Thank you, O God, for the joy of sports in my life. Help me to root 

for justice and mercy as enthusiastically as I root for my team to 

win. Make this gift a blessing in the lives of others. Amen. 

Faith @ Home Activity ñ Everyone Wins by Jessica Harris Daum  

 

Families grow in faith when they . . .  

¶ TALK with each other about their faith 

¶ PRAY together in ways that are comfortable and comforting 

¶ RITUALIZE their important moments 

¶ REACH OUT in service and support of others. 

¶ SHARE BIBLE STORY to connect with family stories 

¶ LEARN ABOUT FAITH TOGETHER in comfortable and fun ways 
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Items for CNC:  

Help support our local 

food pantry by bringing 

in the following items: 

¶ Shelf stable 

canned meats 

¶ Boxed meals 

¶ Peanut Butter and 

Jelly 

¶ Granola Bars 

¶ Paper Products 

(Toilet Paper, Pa-

per towels) 

¶ Soap / Shampoo 

¶ Personal Care 

Itemsñ

Deodorant, shav-

ing cream, tooth 

brushes, tooth 

paste. 

Service  

This year our national organi-
zation Lutheran Imigrationa 
nd Refugee services (LIRS) 
partnered with a new organi-
zation to do the local work of 
refugee resett lementñ
Bethany Christian Services 
following the closure of Lu-
theran Children and Family 
services earlier last year.  

Bethany works  with refugee 
families for the first six 
months they are in the coun-
try, doing everything from 
meeting them at the airport 
and providing them a place to 
live, to bringing them to doc-
tor's appointments, providing 
language training, and helping 
them find a job. The goal is 
to provide a safe, new com-
munity for refugee and immi-
grant families where they will 
be able to thrive as self-
sufficient, contributing mem-
bers of society.  

There are many opportuni-
ties, especially for volunteers, 
to help families resettle in the 
U.S., including: 

Group Co-Sponsorship:  

Churches, businesses, and 
community groups may co-
sponsor a refugee or refugee 
family. The group co-sponsor 
will prepare apartments with 

necessities, meet families at 
the airport, and provide Eng-
lish tutoring, bus training, and 
ongoing cultural assistance. 

New Neighbor Program:  

The New Neighbor Program 
provides friendship and assis-
tance and serves as a cultural 
bridge for adult refugees who 
are dealing with questions of 
how to live in the U.S. Local 
volunteers commit to three 
months of assistance for refu-
gees. 

English as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL) Tutoring: All 
our refugee clients are put 
into an ESL class upon arri-
val. We also offer the English 
Tutoring Program which pro-
vides a one-on-one tutor for 
an adult refugee to assist in 
improving his or her compe-
tency in using English. 

Bus Training: Our Bus 
Training Program helps refu-
gee clients become self-
sufficient in their transporta-
tion. 

In addition Bethany provides 
foster care for unaccompa-
nied minors who find them-
selves as refugees in our 
country. Bethany Christian 
Services has responded to 
this need by making it possi-

ble for foster parents to help 
through the Refugee and Im-
migrant Foster Care program. 
You can show love and com-
passion to children who have 
lost everything and yearn for 
a new beginning. 

Bethany is seeking caring and 
committed foster parents 
who are willing to open their 
homes to children in need. 
Refugee foster families come 
from a variety of back-
grounds and include families 
with small children, families 
whose kids are grown, and 
both one- and two-parent 
families. 

Join us as we work with refu-
gee foster families to give 
children from all over the 
world a chance at a new life. 

Special Collection Envelope: Bethany Christian Services  

We collected cans of soup 
again for Souper Bowl Sun-
day (February 5th). Thanks to 
all those who brought in cans 
of soup that day as we cele-
brated the Super Bowl by 
helping those in need by sup-
plying soup for our local food 
pantry at Colonial Neighbor-
hood Council.  

To make it more fun this 
yearñwe had two buckets: 
one for each team that makes 
it to the Super Bowl. Weõll 
see who wins our Souper 
Bowl of Caring by helping to 
tackle hunger in our commu-
nity!  

Souper Bowl Sunday  
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Service  

Thereõs no escaping love in Febru-
ary, is there? Everywhere you turn you 
see Valentines, red roses, heart-shaped 
boxes of chocolates and other sweets 
for our sweethearts.  

This is all good and right, because 
ever since God looked at Adam and 
declared, òIt is not good for human 
beings to be aloneó (Genesis 2:18), 
people have found excitement, com-
panionship, joy, contentment and ful-
fillment in the in the covenant of mar-
riage with someone special.  

For all these reasons February is a 
good month to celebrate healthy, lov-
ing relationships, and not just between 
two people but also throughout the 
whole human family. Good steward-
ship involves taking good care of all 
that God gives us, and certainly 
healthy, loving relationships count 
among the most precious gifts. What 
would life be like without family and 
friends? And because Jesus commands 
us to love our neighbors and our ene-
mies alike, we do well to work on rela-
tionships beyond our immediate cir-
cles. 

Here are some ways that we can be-
come better stewards of relationships: 

For couples: Give flowers and 
chocolate, sure, but also be sure to 
spend quality time with one another. 
Talk deeply, and listen intently. Pray 
and read scripture together, and hold 
hands during worship. Talk often and 

practice deep listening. Read Gary 
Chapmanõs òThe 5 Love Languages,ó 
and share how it might improve your 
relationship.  

For families: Rejoice in the love 
and commitment that holds you all 
together ð parents, grandparents, chil-
dren, siblings, cousins -- everybody. 
Organize family dinners every Sunday 
this month to celebrate family connec-
tions. Talk about the love you have for 
one another. Talk about how you can 
work to be closer and more harmoni-
ous. 

For friends: Enjoy time with your 
buds, but cultivate relationships that 
are deeper and more spiritual. Do you 
have friends with whom you can share 
deepest joys, fears, problems? Do you 
have friends with whom you can grow 
in faith?  

For church neighbors: You can 
send friendship valentines to every-
body in church -- your congregation 

could encourage this with òlove your 
neighboró Sunday! It would be a great 
occasion for a congregational friend-
ship potluck, movie night, or game 
night. 

For community neighbors: Send a 
valentine and a piece of candy to every-
body in your neighborhood or subdivi-
sion, or everybody in your address 
book to let them know that friendships 
and neighbors are important. Start ð or 
revive ð block parties, community 
cleanup days, yard sales or fellowship 
gatherings. 

God gives us relationships of all 
kinds so that we can have companion-
ship, friendship, security and joy. As 
stewards of all that God gives us, we 
can nourish and celebrate healthy, 
strong relationships.  

Rev. Robert Blezard serves as an assistant 
to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Syn-
od and also works as content editor for 
www.stewardshipoflife.org. 

Stewardship 101: We Nourish and Care for Healthy Relationships  

email ways in which we can witness, 
support and do a bit of Godõs work 
even in a time like this to help refugees 
who are fleeing persecution and vio-
lence. While the amount of Syrian refu-
gees is staggering right now, there are 
still other refugees in parts of the 
world that  will likely continue to seek 
entry into the United States once a re-
view of the vetting process has been 

undertaken by the Trump administra-
tion.  

What we know right now is that for 
the next 120 days, no refugees will be 
admitted to the country. At the end of 
this period we believe that an addition-
al 11,000 refugees from countries other 
than the 7 named in the Middle East 
will be admitted to bring us to the 2017 
fiscal year cap of 50,000 authorized by 
the State Department and the office of 
the President. The new administration 

will set the threshold for refugees for 
fiscal year 2018 in September which 
will give us an indication of how the 
United States will be assisting with 
providing refugee relief on behalf of 
the world community going forward. 
Either way, refugees are still going to 
be coming this year and into the future 
as there are a lot of places around the 
world other than those 7 countries that 
need our assistance.  

Pastorõs Article continued from page 1 
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Dear St. Markõs Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your gift of $85.00 to ELCA World 
Hunger.  

On Epiphany, God reveals Jesus to the nations by 
the leading of a star. We pray for God to lead us by 
faith to know Godõs presence in our lives. Your gift to 
the ELCA World Hunger is surely a manifestation of 
your faith in Godõs grace and mercy and a witness to 
the light that shines brightly through Christ to all the 
nations.  

Thank you for accompanying companion churches 
and trusted partners as they work together to provide 
water and sanitation, education and training, agriculture 
and nutrition, income and savings, healthcare and pre-
ventionñwhatever it takes  until all are fed.  

With gratefulness, and in the light and life of Christ. 

The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 

 

A collection of thank -you for the good you do  

Service 

Dear Friends,  

On behalf of 
the boys and 
girls we serve, 
thank you and 
all our friends at Saint Markõs Lutheran Church in 
Conshohocken for once again choosing to support 
our work!  

The Congregationõs gift of $80 is very appreciated 
and helpful to Silver Springs ability to assist more than 
2,400 children and families we serve through our Resi-
dential Treatment Program, Approved Private School, 
and Community Based Mental Health Programs.  

You are a valued partner in our work to help chil-
dren to heal and to learn, to find hope, and to reach 
for a bright future. Thank you again for your contin-
ued support of our ministry!  

Sincerely,  

Lyun Unipan 

Development Director  

Dear Friends,  

Thank you so much for St. Markõs donation of $160.00. Be-
cause of your contribution, disadvantaged children are receiv-
ing the important everyday essentials they need to learn, play, 
and thrive.  

In our Greater Philadelphia service area alone, there are 
more than 400,000 children ages birth through 12 living in 
povery-stricken households. If their families are already strug-
gling to pay for rent, utilities, and groceries, then providing 
clothing and shoes that fit, books to read, and school supplies 
and books to encourage learning are probably out of reach. 
That is why your donation to Cradles to Crayons is so abso-
lutely essential if we are to help fill this large and critical need. 
And why it is so appreciated.  

One of our social service agency partners recently told us, 
òWe are continually faced with issues that should not face our 
youngest children. They come to school in icy weather with-
outh proper winter gear such as gloves and hats. Their clothes 
are too small, mismatched, and often dirty. This is not due to 
lack of caring by their parents, but due to sheer poverty. In 
one case, a family was forbidden from returning to their home 
because it was condemned with all of their belongings inside. 
They had nowhere else to turn. This is where Cradles to Cray-
ons has been so helpful by providing essential goods for chil-
dren. Now, the familyõs children are proudly showing off their 
ônewõ gloves, small toys and school supplies.ó 

On behalf of children and families such as this one and 
thousands of others we will serve this year, everyone at Cra-
dles to Crayons thanks you for taking action and providing 
direct relief to the children who need it the most. 

With warm regards,  

Michal Smith 

Executive Director Cradles to Crayons  
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Worship 

On Sunday February 5th boys from 
our Scout Troop and Cub Pack joined 
us during our worship services and 
served as special worship assistants.  

Our cub pack has recently experi-
enced quite a bit of growth so we are 
excited to see the new and younger 
boys getting exciting about Scouting!  

For those who donõt knowñwe are 
the chartering organization for three 
expressions of the Boy Scoutsñour 
Boy Scout Troop that meets on Mon-
day nights, a Cub Scout Pack which 

meets on Tuesday nights and a Venture 
Crew that meets on Sundays.  

Part of the Scout law is that a scout 
is òreverentó - so teaching boys about 
becoming faithful believers in our soci-
ety is key to the Boy Scout program. 
We ask that you join us on Sunday to 
celebrate the work they do in the com-
munity to foster good citizenship, envi-
ronmental stewardship and care for 
those in need as they raise up future 
leaders in our community.  

Boy Scout Sunday: February 5th  

Ash Wednesday Services  

O n  Wed n es d ay 
March 1st we will mark 
the beginning of Lent 
with the observance of 
Ash Wednesday.  

From the early days 
of our faith, Christians 
have observed the re-
membrance of Christõs 
passion and resurrection 
with great reverence. It 
became the custom to 
prepare for that ob-
servance by a season of 
prayer and fasting, and 
the reconciliation of 
those who had been 
separated from the 
community of faith. By 
keeping the season of 
Lent, we take to heart 
Godõs call to repentance 

and the assurance of 
forgiveness proclaimed 
in the gospel, and prac-
tice in our daily lives the 
work of reconciliation. 
We invite you, there-
fore, to the observance 
of a holy Lent, by self-
examination and repent-
ance; by prayer, fasting, 
and self-denial; and by 
reading and meditating 
on God's holy Word. 
To make a right begin-
ning to this season it is 
appropriate to receive 
the mark of ashes as a 
the reminder of our 
mortal nature and of 
Godõs invitation to re-
ceive Christõs redeeming 
work.  

This year we will be 
offering a brief service 
at noon for imposition 
of Ashes as well as a full 
service at 7pm with 
preaching and commun-
ion.  

As we journey 
through Lent we will be 
preparing ourselves to 
receive the Good News 
of Resurrection on 
Easter morning.  
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Dinner Church meets on 

Thursday evenings at 6pm 

and is a growing community 

that gathers around the table 

for a meal, sacred story telling, 

prayer, singing, fellowship, 

and celebration of the Holy 

Eucharist.  

Volunteers are welcome to 

sign up to bring soup or salad 

for our meal to shareñwe 

usually have between 15 and 

20 people for dinner.  

A new signup for the new 

year is up in the McCarney 

Roomñor see Stef Conklin 

to sign up for a week.  

Join us for Dinner Church  

Music Ministry News  
Save the date for this spring schedule of Special Music from our Director of Music Ministry: 

Altar Flowers this Month  

February 5th Given by Harry and Terry Spence  
In loving memory of our parents: Earl and Helen 

Butler & Harry and Alma Spence  

February 

12th 
Given by Vicar Lenny Duncan 

In Loving memory of Loretta Duncan, Mother, 

Rebel, Hero, and friend. Happy Birthday Mom.  

February 

19th 
Given by Debbie Eskate In loving memory of Ruth Eskate 

February 

26th 
OPEN OPEN 

Worship  

Adult Choir Bell Choir Faith Formation Singers 

¶ February 26th 

¶ March 19th 

¶ April 16th (Easter)  

¶ April 30th 

¶ May 14th 

¶ June 4th (Pentecost) 

¶ February 12th 

¶ March 12 

¶ April 16th (Easter) 

¶ May 7th 

¶ June 11th (Holy Trinity) 

¶ February 19th 

¶ March 5th 

¶ April 9th (Palm Sunday) 

¶ May 21st  

If you would like to sponsor Altar flowers on any of the òopenó Sundays, please contact the church office. The cost is 

$40.00. Please make sure to include in the memo line of your check òAltar Flowersó and indicate your memorial language to 

print in the bulletin.  
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Easter Egg Industry | 99th Season of Production gets underway  

The 99th Season of Easter Egg pro-
duction is under way We continue to 
need hands to help make the candies 
each week as we try to fill as many 
orders are possible this year!  

The Easter Egg Industry is the larg-
est fundraiser at St. Markõs and funds 
raised from candy sales go to support 

the mission and ministry of St. Markõs.  

Sales are being collected at this time 
and order forms are available at the 
church. Remember, they are filled first 
come first serve! Get your orders in 
early!  

Monday Night  Wednesday Night  Friday Morning  

6pmñ8:30pm 
Fondant Making Night  

Volunteers are needed to help 
knead, make the fondant dough 

and to cut and form candy centers. 

6pmñ8:30pm 
Fondant Making Night  

Volunteers are needed to help hand 
coat candy centers in chocolate. 

9amñ11am 
Fondant Making Night  

Volunteers are needed to pack can-
dies in boxes.  

Easter Egg Order Form �² 99th Season 
 

TO ORDER: 
By phone ð 610.825.3021 | By web ð stmarksconshy.org/eastereggs  

 

Cash or Check | Checks should be made out to òSt. Markõs Lutheran Churchó with 
òEaster Eggsó in the memo line.  

Name:    

Address:    

Phone:    

Email:   

Item  Cost  Total 

_________Box Coconut  
@ $10.00 box   

  

_________Box Mints 
@ $10.00 box   

  

_________Box Peanut Butter 
@ $10.00 box   

  

Requested Date for Pickup:  TOTAL ORDER   
  

  Cash / Check #    
  

TO PICK UP: 
Date you would like to pick up 

your order: 

_______________________ 
You will receive a call once your order has 
been filled and is ready for pick up.  
If you have questions about your order or 
need to change your order please call Donna 
@610.825.3021. All orders must be 
picked up no later than April 3rd.  

 

PICK UP TIMES: 
Monday and Wednesday | 6pm ð 
8pm 
Friday | 9am ð 11am  
 

All orders are filled on a first 
come first serve basis.  

To guarantee orders please 
submit orders no later than 

March 15 th. 

Evangel ism /  Fel lowship  


